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Biblical Context 

Paul had written to the Corinthian church in response to what they had written to him (1 Cor 7:1, 25; 8:1;                     
12:1; 16:1, 12) as well as what had been reported to him by others (1:11; 5:1; 11:18). The letter had been shaped                      1

by his introduction where he expresses thanks to God for the grace given to the Corinthians in Christ, the                   
enrichment of their speech and knowledge, and their spiritual giftedness —all evidence of the sustaining              2

faithfulness of God (1:4-9). He is pastoral in his care and parental in his correction (cf. 4:15). Though he                   
recognizes the foundational grace of Christ and faithfulness of God, he nevertheless calls them to align themselves                 
with who they are in Christ by correcting their faulty theology. Though the church had newfound life in Jesus,                   
there was too much worldly thinking that influenced their worldview. In everything, Paul points to Jesus. At the                  
heart of Paul’s letter is the simple but powerful message of Christ crucified (2:2; 15:3) and resurrected (15:4, 20). 

As Paul concludes his letter with a seeming scattershot of instruction, he lastly addresses two things the                 
Corinthians had written to him, the collection for the saints in Jerusalem (1 Cor 16:1, 3) and Apollos (16:12).                   
Paul’s instruction concerning the collection seems like an abrupt transition from the preceding passionate prose of                
1 Corinthians 15 which again suggests the Corinthians’ familiarity with the topic. Paul likely brings it up here                  
because it concerns his travel plans. He notes that the Corinthians are to treat the collections as he had directed                    3

the church in Galatia, showing that there was a universal expectation that Christians would give of their                 
abundance to the poor in Jerusalem (16:1, 3; cf. Gal 2:10). For Paul, encouraging predominantly Gentile churches                 4

to give to the predominantly ethnically Jewish believers in Jerusalem may have been a symbol of unity in the                   
church (cf. 1 Cor 12:13). The instructions he had likely given to the Galatians are laid out in 16:2, “On the first                      5

day of the week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no                          
collecting when I come.” The “first day of the week” is the day when the early church gathered because of the                     
historical significance of Christ’s resurrection (Matt 28:1; Mark 16:9; Luke 24:1; John 20:1; Acts 20:7). Paul                6

anticipated a sizeable enough gift to require multiple members of the church to accompany the gift (1 Cor 16:3-4).  
As Paul gives his tentative itinerary, it is important to note that he is writing from Ephesus (1 Cor 16:8) which                     

is due East of Corinth in Asia Minor. Corinth was the capital of the southern Roman province of Achaia. That                    
Paul shares his intent to visit the Corinthian church by way of Macedonia (north of Achaia) indicates that he will                    
be taking the overland route, as opposed to nautical, and thus visit other churches in Macedonia (Philippi,                 
Thessalonica, and Berea) prior to Corinth. Paul expresses his desire to not just pass through Corinth, but to remain                   

1 Paul had written a letter to the Corinthians prior to this letter (cf. 1 Cor 5:9). The Corinthian church had, in turn, responded via letter to Paul (7:1, 
“Now concerning the matters about which you wrote”). When Paul has addressed matters brought up in the Corinthians’ letter to him, he uses the term Περὶ 
δὲ ( peri de, “Now concerning…”) and does so a total of seven times, addressing sexuality (7:1), marriage (7:25), food offered to idols (8:1), spiritual gifts 
(12:1), collections for the saints (16:1), and finally Apollos (16:12). In addition to the matters brought up in the Corinthians’ letter, there were also matter 
which were reported (probably verbally) to Paul. The reported matter which Paul addresses first is their division (1:11; cf. 11:18) and later their active 
tolerance of sexual immorality (5:1).  

2 While Paul is being pastoral and hopeful, he may also be tongue-in-cheek, here. Incidentally, these are all areas that Paul must offer correction. Paul 
addresses lofty, arrogant speech (logos), being puffed up by knowledge (gnosis), and the misuse and misunderstanding of spiritual gifts (charisma).  

3 Many of Paul’s letters contain travel plans (Romans 15:22-33; Philippians 2:24; Philemon 22; Titus 3:12).  
4 The book of Acts tracks many of Paul’s journeys. In Acts 18:1, Paul left Athens and went into Corinth. After this, Paul came to Ephesus (18:19), and 

setting sail from there eventually came through the region of Galatia (18:23). This was “most likely at that time he also informed [the Galatians] of the 
collection and how they could best go about laying it aside.” Gordon D. Fee, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, ed. Ned B. Stonehouse et al., Revised 
Edition., The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
2014), 898. Paul came back to Ephesus (Acts 19:1), from where he is likely writing this letter to the Corinthians (cf. 1 Cor 16:8).  

5 Roy E. Ciampa and Brian S. Rosner, The First Letter to the Corinthians, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, 
U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2010), 841. 

6 This presumes a seven day week where the seventh day is the Sabbath. The “first day” by Jewish reckoning, begins at sundown after the Sabbath. 



with them for some time, through the winter season, Lord permitting (16:6-7; cf. Jam 4:15). Paul is writing this                   
from Ephesus, where he will stay until Pentecost, indicating that he is likely writing in the Spring (1 Cor 16:8).                    
Though Paul is writing to a Gentile church in Corinth from a Gentile church in Ephesus, the time of Pentecost was                     
significant to both Jews and Christians (Lev 23:15-22; Acts 2). While Paul indicates that he will remain in                  7

Ephesus until Pentecost, it is unclear whether he intended to remain in Ephesus during Pentecost or to go to                   
Jerusalem to celebrate the feast, first before returning to his journey (Acts 20:16; Deut 16:16). Nevertheless,                
Paul’s ministry in Ephesus has been fruitful, albeit not without resistance (1 Cor 15:32; 16:9b). Paul has                 8

previously indicated that he has already dispatched Timothy to “remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them                    
everywhere in every church” (4:17), and here reminds the Corinthians to not despise him because he is doing the                   
Lord’s work (16:10-11) and to materially help him on his journey back to Paul (16:12). In 1 Tim 4:12, Paul offers                     
Timothy similar encouragement, “Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in                  
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.” Timothy has already been dispatched but not yet arrived in                   
Corinth. Paul encourages both Timothy and the Corinthians because his purpose of coming was to remind the                 
Corinthians of the gospel basics, the very heart of Paul’s concern for the Corinthian church in this letter.  9

Paul’s final instructions in this letter to the Corinthian church begin by visiting another concern of the                 
Corinthians, the coming of Apollos (1 Cor 16:12). While Paul had sent Timothy, it is possible that some were                   
looking forward to Apollos and even asking Paul to pass along the message. Apollos was an eloquent believer,                  
well versed in the Scriptures (Acts 18:24-25), who had come to Corinth after Paul (19:1; 1 Cor 3:5-9). Though                   
there was division in the Corinthian church over church leaders, in his letter, “Paul makes it utterly transparent                  
that they see eye to eye in the work of the gospel, and perform complementary not competitive roles.” In spite of                     10

the church division over leaders (1:10-17), Paul urged Apollos, his “fellow worker” (3:9) to visit the Corinthians                 
with “the other brothers” (i.e. Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus; 16:17), who brought the Corinthian letter to                
Paul and are likely returning this letter. Apollos nevertheless declined. Wrapping up his conclusion, Paul gives a                 11

series of imperatives—“be watchful (γρηγορεῖτε, grēgoreite), stand firm (στήκετε, stekete) in the faith, act              
courageously (ἀνδρίζεσθε, andrizesthe), be strong (κραταιοῦσθε, krataiousthe). Let all that you do be done in               
love” (16:13-14). These instructions have to do with the Corinthians’ spiritual vigilance and diligence in               
maintaining alignment to the gospel and unity with one another in the faith. These instructions apply to every                  
issue which Paul has previously addressed in his letter to the Corinthian church. In his final salutation, he urges                   
unity in Corinth as in all churches, where believers submit to one another in love (16:15-20; cf. Eph 5:21; Phil                    
2:3). As both a pastor and a parent, Paul concludes his letter the way he started, with the grace and love of Christ. 
 

7 Pentecost (Gr. “fiftieth”) is one of seven biblical feasts outlined in Leviticus 23, and is the last of four Spring Feasts (Passover, Unleavened Bread, 
Firstfruits, Pentecost) and precedes the remaining Fall Feasts (Trumpets, Atonement, and Tabernacles). All biblical feasts point to Jesus—the Spring Feasts 
point to his first coming and the Fall Feasts point to his second coming. The Hebrew word for Pentecost is shavuot (“weeks”). This feast is determined by 
counting seven weeks (49 days) after the day of Firstfruits, on the first day of the week. On the fiftieth day (pentecoste) would be the day of Pentecost or the 
Feast of Weeks, also on the first day.  

8 In Acts 18, Paul meets displaced Jewish believers, Aquila and Priscilla (18:2), whom he took with him Ephesus (18:18-19), and Rome (Rom 16:3-5). 
Like following Paul in Corinth (Acts 19:1; 1 Cor 3:5-9), Apollos had also followed Paul in Ephesus, interacting with Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18:24-28). 

9 There is historical indication that after this letter “Paul goes absolutely contrary to the plans here laid out and pays a sudden, unexpected visit to 
Corinth,” potentially based on Timothy’s report. “The visit [to Corinth] was so painful for Paul that he refused to return for the time being” and thus “what 
Paul did do was to send Titus back to Corinth instead of either himself or Timothy (2 Cor 2:13; 7:6–7).” Fee, 908-09. 

10 Anthony C. Thiselton, The First Epistle to the Corinthians: A Commentary on the Greek Text, New International Greek Testament Commentary 
(Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 2000), 1332. 

11 Though Apollos most likely had nothing to do with the division in Corinth (1 Cor 1:10-17), he may have declined to keep peace, though requested by 
the Corinthians and urged by Paul. This shows that both Paul and Apollos want the same thing for the Corinthian church—unity in the gospel.  


